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VEMORANDUM

To: Ida Halasz iy

From Eileen Conway (-

Dat e: | /3/95 o

Re: D stance Tral ni ng Request

Lacki ng any documentation to forward, | thought I'd sunmarize

for you the outcone of the request for information on distance
training of staff that you received from Florida. V& wll also
enter a cop% of this neno into the collection, to have further
access to this information until nore becones available on the
t opi C. This informati on was conveyed on Decenber 29th to a
representative of the person who contacted you.

You were quite correct in your recollection that Cklahoma has

been | ooking into the possibility of using djstance technigues for
staff trai r?i ng. Jarl?i ece Si egxari st ofg t he Gkl ahoma Enpl oyee

Trai ni ng and Devel opnent Center reports that, in addition to
participating in N C Acadeny teleconferences, they are actively
ursuing entering their own distance training arrangenents. They
ave submtted a grant application to the Cklahonma Departnment of
Energy to test distance training for the DOC, as the Departnent of
Energy has funding available for efforts to reduce energy
expenditure in the state. The grant, if funded, would include a
segnent to train instructors in howto train via satellite, a pilot
training that would involve staff statew de, and four upper
managenent cour ses/ neeti ngs that would be carried  out
interactively. She reports that their Acadeny is l[ocated on the
grounds of Cklahoma State University, which is active in satellite
use. She also nmentioned that one of their staff, Al ex Mazon, is
planning to do his dissertation on this topic.

_ Thi nki ng that the Bureau of Prisons m ght be the next nost
likely source, | contacted dynco but found, at |east
prelimnarily, that they are not involved in this activity. (There
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is a possibility there is sone distance training happening in one
department, but staff were not available due to the holidays.)

| next tried the Bureau's Managenent and Specialty Training
Center in Aurora with greater success. Speaking with Bob” Douthitt,
| learned that, although the NIC Acadeny is now nore active than
they are in the use of teleconferences, they are using PictureTel
nmeetings for trainees to conmunicate with adm nistrators in the
Bureau's Central O fice. Typically, PictureTel will be used to
open and/or close a senminar, or to permt questions from students
in two-hour blocks. M. Douthitt nentioned that your requestor
from Florida woul d be wel come to observe this process in action
and | have passed that along.

Al though the Correctional Training Network Catalo%_is not due
until April, it mght be a good idea for us to think toward
including a question in the cover |etter asking recipients whether
their agencies have any involvenent in distance training for staff.

Ms. Siegerist of Cklahoma has promsed to keep us in mnd if
they are able to nmove forward on their proposal, and I will let you
know if | encounter anything further.



